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Administrative Detention and its Impact on the Activities of the Hamas
Movement in the West Bank

Amjad Amin al-Sayeh

E Abstract J

The administrative detention imposed by the Israeli intelligence services on
Palestinians is one of the arbitrary and illegal measures that have a negative
impact on social and political life. It affects all age groups, including children,
youth, women and elderly. This policy has made hundreds of Hamas leaders and
cadres absent, consequently, the movement’s action and events were affected.
However, it did not constitute a deterrent punishment for them, for after each
arrest, they would return to their activities, where some got even engaged in more
dangerous activities, because they thought that the results would be the same; a
new arrest.

The respondents discussed the efforts of the captive movement in confronting
the administrative detention policy. They considered them limited and need to be
developed, and the majority of respondents affirmed that collective efforts
supported by legal follow-up are more effective than individual ones.

The majority of respondents considered the efforts made by the Hamas
institutions abroad against administrative detention satisfactory, but the political
and international conditions of the movement are very difficult. Whereas the
efforts of the Palestinian Authority (PA) institutions in international forums and
courts, were considered by the vast majority as very weak.

The study also shows that there is a direct relationship between the PA’s
political arrests and Israeli administrative detention.

It must be noted that the respondents included a small number of former
administrative detainees, and they did not include administrative detainees of
other affiliations, who may have other opinions.
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